
 

 

Welcome to Reach’s 
Neighbourhood Plan. Please DO 
NOT put these documents in the 
bin! We believe it is vital for the 
future of our village that you read and comment on this draft version of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. The issues it covers will affect life in our village over the 
next 20 years.  
The Plan looks like an imposing document and we can’t deny that some of the language is dense 
and detailed. That’s the difficulty with documents that, ultimately, have an official purpose – their 
key messages can be obscured by semi-legal language that can be off-putting to ordinary people 
while delighting council officials and those who read this sort of stuff for a living.  
If nothing else, please read this note. It gives the background on how we have got to this point, 
highlights the key proposals of the Plan and should help you to make a decision about whether 
you wish to support this Plan when we come to a village-wide vote later in 2021. Hopefully, 
though, you will be intrigued enough to delve into the draft Plan itself and discover much more 
about our lovely, fen-edge village. Whether you agree or disagree with our proposals, please 
comment, preferably online at http://www.reach-village.co.uk/neighbourhood_plan.html or 
using the enclosed Response Form and attend one of our on-line drop in sessions, the details of 
which will be announced shortly.  
Why have a Neighbourhood Plan for Reach? 
So why has a team of villagers spent two years holding meetings, gauging opinions at a drop-in 
event, organising surveys, researching the cultural and natural history of Reach and engaging 
independent experts?  Well, we believe that it is residents rather than planners in Ely or Whitehall 
who have the best perspective on the way that Reach should develop. After all, we live here. A 
Neighbourhood Plan, approved by a majority in the village, gives us the best chance of achieving 
this. Under current legislation our Plan will form part of the statutory development plan and East 
Cambridgeshire District Council and Planning Inspectors must take note of what it says when 
considering development proposals. 
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The key messages of the Plan 
Housing 
 Acknowledges that there are unbuilt permissions across the village that cannot be overturned  
 Does not identify any new sites for housing 
 Continues the current principle that would allow new homes to be considered within the 

Development Envelope 
 Seeks to get a better mix of housing by encouraging new homes to have 3 bedrooms 
Employment and Tourism 
 Supports small-scale business development and farm diversification provided it is not detrimental 

to the environment 
 Is generally welcoming of the Wicken Vision but identifies issues, especially parking, that will 

require resolution 
Natural Environment 
 Seeks to protect and enhance the landscape, natural habitats and rural character of Reach 
 Promotes the protection and improvement of the network of natural and artificial features such as 

open spaces, woodlands, meadows, footpaths and waterways across the parish 
 Protects important green spaces 
Historic Environment 
 Celebrates and protects our listed buildings and Devil’s Dyke scheduled monument 
 Identifies a number of buildings that have historic significance but are not protected 
 Gives overdue recognition to the Hythe in shaping the evolution of Reach 
Sustainable Development and Design 
 Sets out a range of criteria that need to be taken into account when considering any development 
 Identifies measures to prevent new development causing surface water flooding 
 Identifies how development should make provision to reduce energy consumption 
 Limits light pollution arising from development 
Infrastructure and Services 
 Protects existing facilities from being lost 
Travel 
 Promotes new or improved vehicle-free walking, cycling and equestrian routes to neighbouring 

villages 
 
Next steps  

The important thing is that your voice is heard. So please comment! 
After the consultation closes, all comments will be considered and any necessary amendments to 
the Plan will be made before the Parish Council submits the Plan to East Cambridgeshire District 
Council. At that stage there will be further consultation followed by an independent examination 
of the Plan. This will then be followed by a Parish Referendum to decide whether the 
Neighbourhood Plan should be approved. 

Over to you. The public consultation period runs until 31 July 2021. Comments cannot be received 
after that date. Please let us have your comments by 31 July 2021. Even if you agree with the Plan, 
we’d still very much like to hear from you.  All supporting documents, can be found at our 
Neighbourhood Plan webpage http://www.reach-village.co.uk/neighbourhood_plan.html.    

  
If you can’t complete the comment form online, please return it to one of the following addresses: 

15 Fair Green 34 Swaffham Road 5 Burwell Road 
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